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her attachment to her two principal maids, Isentrude and Guta, seemed
too strong, and an impediment to her spiritual progress, proposed to her
to dismiss them; and, without making any reply, she instantly obeyed him,
though the sacrifice cost mutual tears.   The saint, by spinning coarse wool,
earned her own maintenance, and, with her maids, dressed her own victuals,
which were chiefly herbs, bread, and water.   Whilst her hands were busy,
in her heart she conversed with God.   The King of Hungary, her father,
earnestly invited her to his court;  but she preferred a state of humiliation
and suffering.    She chose by preference to do every kind of service in
attending the most loathsome lepers among the poor.   Spiritual and corporal
works of mercy occupied her even to her last moments, and by her moving
exhortations many obstinate sinners were converted to God.    It seemed,
indeed, impossible for anything to resist the eminent spirit of prayer with
which she was endowed.   In prayer she found her comfort and her strength
in her mortal pilgrimage, and was favoured in it with frequent raptures
and heavenly communications.    Her confessor Conrad, assures us, that
when she returned from secret prayer, her countenance often seemed to
dart forth rays of light from the divine conversation.    Being forewarned
by God of her approaching passage to eternity, which she mentioned to
her confessor four days before she fell ill, as he assures us, she redoubled
her fervour, by her last will made Christ her heir in his poor, made a
general confession of her whole life on the twelfth day, survived yet four
days, received the last sacraments and, to her last breath, ceased not to
prayj or to discourse in the most pathetic manner on the mysteries of the
sacred life and sufferings of our Redeemer, and on his coming to judge us.
The day of her happy death was the I9th of November, in 1231, in the
twenty-fourth year of her age.    Her venerable body was deposited in a
chapel near the hospital which she had founded.   Many sick persons were
restored to health at her tomb; an account of which miracles Siffrid, Arch-
bishop of Mentz, sent to Rome, having first caused them to be authenticated
by a juridical examination before himself and others.   Pope Gregory IX,
after a long and mature discussion, performed the ceremony of her canoniza-
tion on Whit-Sunday, in 1235, four years after her death.   Siffrid, upon
news hereof, appointed a day for the translation of her relics, which he
performed at Marpurg in 1236.    The Emperor Frederic II would be
present, took up the first stone of the saint's grave, and gave and placed
on the shrine with his own hands a rich crown of gold.    St Elizabeth's
son Herman, then landgrave, and his two sisters, Sophia and Gertrude,
assisted at this august ceremony;   also the archbishops of Cologne and
Bremen, and an incredible number of other princes, prelates, and people,
so that the number is said to have amounted to above two hundred thousand
persons.   The relics were enshrined in a rich vermilion case, and placed
upon the altar in the church of the hospital.   A Cistercian monk affirmed